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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 DECC

8:30 Welcome
8:35 Keynote: Media Panel  Reporter Reflections on the River, Sam Cook, John Myers, Karen Sunderman, Dan Kraker,  

Danielle Kaeding, and Konnie LeMay. Members of the local news media will explain how they choose stories  
to cover and how their coverage of the St. Louis River has changed over the years.

DREDGING

9:40 Harbor Dredge Materials: Benefits of Reuse and Assessing Risk, Philip Monson

9:50 BNSF Railway Under-Ice Coal Reconnaissance and Removal in the St. Louis River, Rick Gitar

10:10 Great Lakes Legacy Act: Sediment Remediation of Howards Bay, Bradly Benson

10:30 BREAK

WATER QUALITY

11:00 Retrospective of Sediment Metals in the St. Louis River Estuary, Meagan Aliff

11:10 Evaluating Riparian Wetlands as a Methylmercury Source to an Industrially Influenced Great Lakes Estuary, Nate Johnson

11:20 Understanding Sources and Cycling of Mercury in the St. Louis River Using Stable Isotope Approaches, Sarah Janssen

11:40 Seasonal Drivers Influence Dissolved Organic Matter Composition in a Northern Minnesota River, Lucy Rose

12:00 LUNCH & BREAKOUT SESSION Building Your Environmental Career Student Lunch  French River 2

AREA OF CONCERN

1:30 Measuring our Success: Updates from the Habitat Workgroup – Working Toward a Healthy River Ecosystem  
Supporting a Thriving Human Community, Hannah Ramage and Rick Gitar

1:40 Fish Community Changes in Radio Tower Bay Following the Removal of Historical Wood Waste, Mark Pranckus

2:00 Progress Update for the Spirit Lake U. S. Steel Sediment Project, Diana Mally

2:20 SLR AOC DIVER Data: Finding the Information You Are Looking For, Diane Packett and Kirk Wythers

2:40 BREAK

ECOLOGY

3:10 Avian Habitat Conservation Initiative in the St. Louis River Important Bird Area, Gini Breidenbach

3:20 Prioritizing Wetland Restoration for Marsh Birds Within the St. Louis River Estuary, Stephanie Beilke

3:30 Great Lakes Piping Plover Recovery and the Significance of the St. Louis River Estuary, Reena Bowman

3:50 How Foraging Behavior Influences Methylmercury Exposure to Common Terns (Sterna hirundo) Breeding  
in the St. Louis River Estuary, Annie Bracey

4:10 Restoring Wild Rice in Allouez Bay, Amy Eliot and Kelly Beaster

4:20 CLOSING REMARKS

10 Years and Counting – Collaborating for Success

#SLRSummit2020

VISIT THESE ORGANIZATIONS AT THEIR INFORMATION TABLES:
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Izaak Walton League 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Oshkii Gizhiik Singers
St. Louis River Alliance 
US EPA Great Lakes National Program Office
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Wisconsin Department of Transportation Abstracts available at 
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Why Should Social Workers Care Amber Arnoldy

Post-Restoration Assessment of Habitat and Aquatic Biota in a Lake Superior Estuary Risa Askerooth

An Analysis of Road-Stream Crossing Passibility in the Minnesota Lake Superior Basin Victoria Bockenstedt

Measuring a St. Louis River Estuary in Recovery Dan Breneman

Adsorption of Diuron and BPA on Photodegraded Polymers Raven Buckman

Sulfate Reduction by Chemical Precipitation for Wild Rice Waters Meijun Cai

Spatial Variability of Mercury in the St. Louis River Watershed Across Four Landscape Types Hope Calogero

Environmental Education: The Role of Nature-Based Learning in Today’s School System Melissa Clark

Determination of Fecal Contamination in the Skunk Creek Watershed Lisa DeGuire 

Bench-Scale and Molecular Analysis Approaches to Evaluate the Risks of Pathogen Introductions  
Into the St. Louis River Estuary Lisa DeGuire

Environmental Education Professional Development for Teachers: A Study of the Impact and Influence of Mentoring Deanna Erickson

Trail Camera Animal Population Study in Pearl Street Woods Jess Gagne

Habitat Use by Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) Using Acoustics and Stable Isotopes Morgann Gordon

Restoring Superior’s Pickle Pond; Providing Diverse Fish and Wildlife Habitat Joseph Graham

Status of Contaminated Sediment Sites in the Wisconsin Portion of the St. Louis River Area of Concern Joseph Graham

Creating a Database to Determine AOC Project Effectiveness and Community Benefits in the Great Lakes Sophia Green

Piping Plover Habitat Creation at the Wisconsin Point Bird Sanctuary Cherie Hagen

St. Louis River Estuary as Possible Dreissena veliger Source to Western Lake Superior Chelsea Hatzenbuhler

Modeling PCB Residues in Fish Tissue Based on Sediment PCB Concentration Joel Hoffman

EPA’s EnviroAtlas: Providing GeoSpatial Data and Easy-to-Use Tools to Better Understand Ecosystem Services, 
Environmental Stressors and Impacts on Human Health. Tom Hollenhorst

Inputs to Lake Superior from the St. Louis River Estuary: Results From a 3-D Hydrodynamic Model of the Estuary Richard Kiesling

The St. Louis River Estuary as Migratory Stopover Habitat for a Rapidly Declining Songbird Steve Kolbe

Relationship is Mutual: Exploring the Role of the Child in the Natural Environment Emilie Kuenzel

Minnesota Contaminated Sediment Remediation Progress in the St. Louis River Area of Concern LaRae Lehto

Microplastic and PAH Pollution in St. Louis River Estuary Daniela Leon

Let the Birds Guide You: How Bird Use Can Inform Land Management in the St. Louis River Estuary Alexis Liljenquist

Using the R3 Paradigm to Understand Decision-Making in the Beneficial Use of Dredged Material Projects Keahna Margeson

Our Healing Connection: Growing with the Environment We Protect Ina Newton

System-Wide Monitoring Program (SWMP) 2019 Annual St. Louis River Report: Water Quality Trends in the Estuary Hannah Ramage

Hot off the Press: North Shore Homeowner’s Guide to Managing Stormwater Tiffany Sprague

Barker’s Island Beach Restoration: Reducing E. coli and Transforming a Public Space Matt Steiger

Establishing a Relationship Between Riparian Wetlands and Mixing Regimes on Internal MeHg Loads  
in the St. Louis River Estuary Marissa Torrez Castro

Particle Tracking in Lake Superior Using FVCOM with Focus on Apostle Islands Grace Weber

Factors Impacting the Perception of Safety at Grassy Point Julia Witts

POSTER SESSION   Light refreshments and cake TUESDAY, MARCH 3 • 4:30-6:30 p.m.

10th Annual St. Louis River Summit
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